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Baptist Churches Have Made Great Progress in U.S.

EMBMOa 17,743 MINISTERS

22,081 CHURCHES, 3,750,000

GROWS PROM NOTHING TO
/ OVER ONE HUNDRED MIL-
LION DOLLARS!

RICHMOND, V/~f-~Tbe ,rise of
tbe Negro Baptist cburcto £rom the
early straggles of ' missionaries
working among -slaves to-its pres
ent strength '— embracing 17,743
ministers. 22,081 Churches, 8,750,000

communiconts and property rained
at $103,485,800—4s recounted In the

Inventory of Church Archives in
Virginia entitled “Negro Baptist
Churches in Richmond", Just is-

sued.

* This publication stems from the
Historical Records Survey Proljects
of the Virginia WPA. Russell S.
Hummel. WPA State Administra-
tor. says that an average of four
Persons were employed on work-re-
ief rolls for a year In preparing
this Inventory of Church Activities
for publication. Eight other simi-
lar inventories have been produced
in this state.

It was President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, who, on September 1.
1939, authorised the Historical Rec-
ords Survey to perform work lead-
ing to the “preparing -and dupli-
cating inventories of Federal, state,
county, municipalities and other
public archives; preparin and
duplicating Inventories, guides and
calendars of manuscript collections
Including chorCh archives.”

A Negro by tre name of Quassey
is cited in the WPA Archives of
Virginia as the first communicant
of his race to have joined the Bap-
tist church. In 1748 he was one
of the fifty-one members of the
Baptist Church at Newton, Rhode
Island, the WPA publication as-
serts.

“Although the Brat Known Negro
Baptist was a member of the Rhode
Island Church, there were Negro
Baptist churches In the South for
more than a Quarter of a century
before they began to be constituted
in the North and about a half cen-
tury before the first church of its
kind was planted in the West”, the
inventory of Negro Baptist Church-
es in Virginia continues.

When the first African Baptist
Church was organised in Boston,
Mass., in 1806. it was not only the
first Negro Baptist church in the
North, but was also the only inde-
pendent Negro church in that area
with the exception of the 9t. Thom-
as Episcopal Oharch in Philadel-
phia which had a Negro Rector.

The WPA Inventory of Church
Activities cites the case of .many
slaves in South Carolina wro as
early as 1696 could read the Bible
distinctly and great numbers of
them who were engaged in learn-
ing the Scriptures. While English
planters generally neglected reli-
gious instructions,among the slaves,
the missionary movement laid a
broad foundation which was respon-
sible for “the epic quality of the
rise of the Negro Baptist church

from primitive_animism in Africa
to the present impressive organiza-
tion.”

The first Negro Baptist church
in America was established between
1773 and 1775 at Silver Bluff. Geor-
gia. This church went *nto exile
when Savannah fell to the British
In December, 1778. The Reverend
David George, and about forty oth-
er slaves moved from Silver Bluff
to Savannah to seek  protection.
There they won their freedom in
exchange for an alliance with tl\e
British.

The earliest knovfn Baptist
church for Negro communicants in
Virginia is said to have been the
Oilfield Baptist church organized
at Petersburg!! in the year 1774.
The first Baptist Church of Man-
chester is the only Negro Baptist
Church that was organized before
1865 within the present bounds of
the CitY of Richmond .

The Inventory also recounts the
founding of the Richmond African
Baptist Missionary Society on A-
pril 28. 1815. and summarizes the
eminent career of Lott Carey, one
of the eo-founders of this Society.

Mainly, the inventory records the
individual history of eight Bap-
tist  Conventions in the Old Do-
minion State and tells a brief story
of each Richmond church affiliat-
ed with ifs respective Convention.
The histories of thirty-three church-
es not connected with any district
association are also set forth.
_For many years, it has been the
aif of Baptist Church leaders and
officers of Negro Baptist Church
Conventions ot undertake just such
a task as the work on the Inventory
Of the Church Archives in Virginia
has proved to be. Lack of financi-
al resources had maou this impos-
sible. But now. through the work
of the Historical Records Survey
Project of the State WPA. the In-
ventory puts into the hands of
church officials and communica-
tions. students of social and eco-
nomic history, and persons engaged
In genealogical research a rich store
of information on the religious
background of the Negro Baptist
Church in general and particular-
ly in Richmond.
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Congratulations upon the wonder-
ful progress of your race since the
year 1865, and upon your achieve-
ments in all fields of human endeav-

or.

For economy, convenience and safe-
ty take advantage of Indianapolis’
outstanding transit facilities.
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Mrs. Malone,  well-known
manufacturer and philanthro-
pist, is the founder and sole
owner of Poro College in Chi-
cago Through this great
institution she has intiueneed,
economically and culturally,
the lives of thousands of Col-
ored women _ She start-
ed the manufacture of her fa-
mous preparations in a small
frame house in Lovejoy. I,
hack in 1900; today her mag-
nificent Poro plant represents
an investment of over a mil-
lion dollars _ _ _ _ Sty -w«s
born in Metropolis, and
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THERE IS a small hut powerful
school that is attempting > lak<*
away the glory of Abraham Lin-

coln's Emancipation Proclamation,
freeing Negroes in states In rebel-
lion against the United States of
America. They pointed out that
freeing the slaves as a war meas-
ure embittered many an honest
plantation owner against he Ne-
groes because they permitted them-
selves to be used as cat's paws for
designing whites; that J)e planta
tion owners with few exception had
fe<l and housed and oiothed their
slaves and in many instances turn-
ed over iitheir plantations to them
during Jfctjp Civil war only to find
their confidence in them betrayed,
their plantations wrecked, their
families scattered; that Negro free-
dom would have been brought a
bout, without war and without ani-
mosity of the southern whites; that
Negroes freed in British and Freneh
possessions and in South American
countries, are free of race preju-
dice because such freedom occur-
red in peaceful times; that these
Negroes have been accepted in ev-
ery endeavor in their respective
countries; that President Lincoln
using the Negro ns a weapon of
war did him more harm than good.

To this line of thought we are
compelled to disagree regardless of
what facts it may contain. We,
nevertheless, will have to admit
that the Emancipation Proclama-
tion was the direct instrument that
led to the American Negro and that
Abraham Lincoln did Issue that
proclamation and since he died in
the midst of the glory of victory
with freedom’s hells still ringing
over America and the world, we
think it is near sacrilegious to at-
tempt to take any glory from this
great and good man and therefore
we feel it fitting and proper not
only to celebrate the Emancipation
Proclamation but the memories of
the Emancipator as well. Further-
more, we suggest that a national
committee he appointed by the Pre-si
dent to decided on a specific date
for a nation-wide celebration. Al-
though Negroes had little to do with
issuing the proclamation they had
by words and deeds brought the
evil of slavery to the forefront of
American public discussion. How-
ever. the “all-out” freedom left Ne-
groes in a quandary after the war.
no where to go, no homes, no land,
no money. Many of them were
hired by the former master at slave
wages reduced to cash. These for-
mer masters withdrew from their
former slaves many of the cares
they had been accustomed to. These
they had to provide for therasejves.
Negroes in the towns and cities
faced many embarrassments when
a member of their family passed a-
wav Ieavin% the family  without
money for burial purposes The
only way such families could raise
money was to hold burial parties
or funeral wakes. The body would
lie in state until enough friends

KNBO MALONE

attended public school there, al
so high school in Peoria, Ill. _
_ _ Kittreli and Western
College each have conferred
honorary M. A. degrees upon
her _ _ _ _ Mrs. Malone has
%iven $8,000 to the Pine St.
. M. C. A, in St. Louis, $10,-
000 to Howard C. Medical
Dept., $25,000 to the city-wide
Y. M. C. A, campaign at St.
liouis, a $10,000 building site
and several thousand dollars to
the St. Louis Colored Orphans
Building Fund, besides’ hand-
some gifts to other institutions
and organizations.
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and sympathizers came by and
made sufficient contributions to de-
fray funeral expense. Coffee, tea
and sandwiches were served to
those who stayed through the night
at the more pretentious “wakes”.
Needless to say, many of such
wakes became a racket and even
notorious for their seeming disre-
spect for the dead. However, these
rackets soon assume a more digni-
fied name, burial clubs that would
take the profits from a “wake” of
one member, hold them for the
burial of another. Later imitating
other ra<ial groups, they began to
establish lodges and burials became

extremely dignified. The lodges
grew by leaps and bounds. They
that ’. Not. only were these lodges

need any Negro family fear need,
medical attention during sickness,
or burial finance in case of death.
“My lodge would take care of
that”. Not only wej-e These lodge
valuable in such cases, but they
contributed largely to the econom
ic advancement of the race in fi-
nancing homes, farms, Banks, news-
papers and other businesses. In
fact during the dark years imme-
diately after the Emancipation, the
only Negroes that had any money
worth speaking of were the secre-
taries and treasurers of Negro
lodges. These sums of money de-
posited in many white  hanks
throughout the southland were in-
strumental in commanding the re
spect of the whites for every Ne-
gro who belonged to a fraternal or-
ganization — the Masons, Odd Fel-
lows, Knights of Pythias, United
Brethren. Mosaic Templars, True
Reformers, and many others con-
tributed to the fuller Emancipa-
tion of the race. Today these lodg-
ers are slowly being taken over by
modern Negro insurance companies
—even at the loss of racial unity.
—Lee J. Martin
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THE NEGRO’S FUTURE

EXTENSION OF REMARKS
—of—
HON. JAMES P. McGRANERY
of Pennsylvania
In The House of Representatives

RADIO ADDRESS BY MAT.
R. WRIGHT, Sr.

It.

Mr. McGRANERY. Mr. Speak-
er, under leave to extend my re-
marks In the RECORD, ! include

the following radio address deliver-
ed on February 11, 1940, by Maj. It.
R. Wright, Sr., president of the Cit-
izens & Southern Bank & Trust Co.,
of Philadelphia :

Today it is appropriate to speak
of Abraham Lincoln and the Ne-
gro’s future. For today is the eve
of the celebration of the second
greatest and most far-reaching e-
vent in American bistort; it's the
birthday of Abraham Lincoln, ami
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
adoption of the thirteenth amend-
ment to the Consituion of he Unit-
ed States.

Abraham Lincoln’s achievememns,
and those of George Washington,
like those of the Haitian Toussaint
L'Uverture and our hero — Fred-
erick Douglass, matchless examples
of our two great American spirits,
George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln — the one who founded
and tne other who saved the great-
est ami most powerful Nation stiH
alive. Long live our United Stotes
of America, now freed from slavery
and may she soon free herself
from internal race prejudice and
discrimination.

Abraham Lincoln’s clioraeter had
many phases and angles’similar to
the character of the Negro, partic
ularly his exhibition of humor un-
der the saddest conditions, and his
uncanny belief that God would de-
liver him out of all troubles. Thus,
it was Lincoln’s gmnness of heart,
his sound common sense and his
wonderful political sagacity, which
met and overcame a crisis probably
unequaled in the world’s annals.
Born on a Sunday morning in a be-
(nighted hut, in a slave State, 131
years ago. Lincoln struggled upward
to a manhood such as gave him a
commanding position fn Government
tainted with slavery which  God
Willed that he should change into
a Republic freed from slavery.

Never was the chief magistrate
of a great nation confronted with
a more difficult mission thon that
which confronted Lincoln. Elected
by a minority vote of bis fellow
citizens, he assumed the Presiden-
cy of the United States .-nirroinad-
ed by a hostile cabinet who had
no confidence in his ability to guide
the Nation. In his lonely presi-
dency. Lincoln was like the freed-
man liberated by a minority of the
American people jind "eft without

MAJOR R. R. WRIGHT

a dime in the widst and at the mer-
cy of their former Have masters.
How astonbtiing! has been their
rise from their lowly estate. Few
believed. 75 years ago. when the
thirteenth amendment to our Con-
stitution  was adopted, that he
freedmen would ever ho in he con-
dition to he incorporated fully in-
to the American Government and
civilization. But as the great God,
who still rules in the affairs of men
and nations, lifted Lincoln from his

humble surroundings to the mostiP0'11*%

exalted place in the Nation, so the
same influence has guided the Ne-
gro along the line of moral, spir-
itual. ' educational, and economic
progress into American citizenship,

Notwithstanding that, at the gate
of American ciizenship. that good-
ly garden of poliical, economic, so-
cial welfare and enjoyment, there
appeared to be placed a
sword of racial and other prejudi-
ces which turned every way to keep
the way of the tree of life, of that
full and abundant life which our
Constitution, as amended, guaran-
tees to every citizen of the Repub-
lic. Nothwithstanding these handi-
caps the Negro has met his diffi-
culties as Lincoln met his difficult
situation, with patient and cour-

ageous intelligence. Lincoln wron.
So must we win.
Starting with nothing, ignorant

and penniless, now. without recit-
ing statistics, we are happy today
that what the Negro’s 75 years in
progress have accomplished stands
for itself a luminous monument.
Lincoln changed the Republic's
Negro people from a liability to an
asset by restoring the Negro’s in-
itiative and liberating his energy.
After surveying the life and con-

(Continued on 11)
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ney Stone Foughtter Own Freedom

[lecatls Memories of BondaietnSollt

In  Noblesville, Indiana, is a
prominent figure, in the person ot
Rev. Barney Stone, who is now
about ninety-three years old, be-
lieves that if you want to live a
long time, don’t live ten days in
one. Mr. Stone is one of the few
persons now living, who was born
in slavery, and always grew up
with the idea of fighting for his
freedom. Born 1847 in Kentucky,
he spent seventeen years in serti-
tude, and sought freedom, for which

Indiana's Two Oldest Living C

he had great love.

At the state encampments of the
Civil War Veterans, he was known
as the “colored gentleman who ran
away from the slave block to go
to war” and all the veterans knew
him. He was seventeen years old
before he learned the alphabet, but
his desire to become educated led
him later to apply himself and he
became a useful man

In many hotels where he has at-

jtended the few G. A. R. meetings,

he exchanged many jokes with

friends about Bull Run, Chickamaur
ga, Lookout Mountains and other
battles of the Civil War.

Rev. M. S. Johnson is also one
of the few G. A. R. members left,
and has the distinction along with
Barney Stone of being one of the
State’s oldest Negroes, being 100
years old now, and he lives at 1147
Fayette street.
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WPA Inventory Recalls Bloody
Grant Parish Riot of 1873

NEGROES ANDCARPETBAGGERS
BARRICADED IN LOUISIANA
COURTHOUSE ROUTED BY FIRE

Several Whites, Many Negroes Killed
In Battle For Political Control In La.

9 WHITES CONVICTED
AND FINED; FREED LATtR

Blasts of gunfire in a Granlrf Bar-
jsh riot which happened =aSter
Sunday in 1873. which resounded
through the halls of Congress and
in the Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States, bringing from, that tri-
bunal a decision which put Lou-
isiana well on the return to home
rule and cleared away carpet-bag-
gery in the south, reechoed this
week in a Works* Projects Admin-
istration report covering the Alcx-

'II'Lieid
April 13. IS73, and the highest
court’s decision, said by attorneys
to definitely limit the operations
of the fourteenth and fifteenth
amendments, are recalled, accord-
ing to James H. Crutcher, state
WPA administrator, in the publi-
cation of a Grant Parish inventory
of parish archives. Issuance of this
was announced in the report of ae-
tivties of the Historical Records
Survey and submitted by John C.
L. Andreassen, survey director.

Facts of the actual fighting, of
of arrests and trial of the men in-
volved and the effects of the far-
reaching court opinion are outlined.
Mr. Crutcher said, all based on doc-
uments and records by WPA work-
ers during the inventory assembly.

Grant Parish, the inventory
ou/ is a product of the re-
construction Period immediately
following the War between the
States. Tt was established in 189(5
from parts of Rapides and Winn
parishes and was named for Presi-
dent Grant. Colfax, the seat of
government, was so designated in
honor of Schuyler Colfax, then
vice-president, thus accounting for
Republican names in the Democrat-
ic state.

Colfax is located on a 13,000 acres
plantation, which was owned by tne
Calhoun family. One of the barns
was converted into a courthouse
and it was in this building that
several hundred Negroes barricad-
ed themselves during the Easter
fray.

Two sets of officials, each com-
missioned by Governor Kellogg as
a move in political expediency,
were contesting for the control of
the parish. One was a white res-
idential group, the other, a differ-
ing faction, which embraced the
Negroes and had the support of
carpetbaggers.

The latter faction took forcible
possession of the courthouse and
summoned several hundred armed
Negroes into Colfax under the
guise that they constituted a sher-
iff's posse. Sporadic shooting ex-
tended several days, which culmin-

and the
the

ated in the Easter ball,
Negroes were routed when
courthouse set afire.

Several white men were Slain
anfl from reports, from (10 to 40
negroes were killed. The lower fig-
ure is now believed to be more
accurate' Tne parish at that time
had a population of approximate-
ly 4.500.

Kellogg, sent a unit of Metro-
politan police, which the militerary
had created to support his state
government, to Golfax and IT. S.
troops followed in rapid order. Too

Ts"of the Colfax riot N¥,"™ « ~sist the Negro faction in

YOUR

taking control, the troops arrest-
ed nine men, charged with incit-
ing the riot. They were members
of the white gronp. More than 100
members of this taction were in-
dicted by the U. S. Court before
the end of April.

William Cruikshank and eight
others were found guilty by a jury
at the subsequent trial. They were
charged with conspiracy to restrict
rights and privileges of other citi-
zens through fear and intimidation.
The indictments were based on the
enforcing- acts of the fourteenth
and fifteenth amendments. POSsi-
ble sentences were up to 10 years
in prison and $5,000 fines. Sentenc-
es were never actually passed as
the Federal court with several
judges sitting enblanc, differed on
the legal aspects of a motion for
arrested judgement. So the case
went to  Washington  where
studied by the justices until March
27. 1876. before a decision was
reached.

Meantime Cruikshank and oth-
ers continued in custody. The high
court was unanimous in ordering
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